Martha Cowherd Isley
November 25, 1966 - March 15, 2015

Martha C. Isley, 48, passed away peacefully at home after a lengthy battle with cancer.
She was born in Richmond, VA, then moved to Wake County at a young age. She and her
family have resided in northern Granville County for the last 22 years. She was the
daughter of Thomas E. Cowherd, Jr. and the late Eva Adams Cowherd of Raleigh. Martha
attended Elon College and graduated with a degree in Sports Medicine. Before being
medically retired she worked for the Granville County school system as a Tech Lab
instructor. Martha was an avid horsewoman, competing, breeding and training horses.
There will be a celebration of her life held at Stovall United Methodist Church on
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 2PM, with the The Reverend John Yount officiating. The
family will receive visitors after the service in the church’s fellowship hall. Martha’s ashes
will be scattered at a later date.Surviving her are her husband of 22 years, Steven Jacob
“Jake” Isley, her son, Jacob Branson Isley, of the home, her brother Stephen A. Cowherd
(Tracy) of Conyers, Georgia, and a special uncle WC (Bill) Adams Jr. of Richmond, VA.
In lieu of flowers, please give to a charity of your choice or help a person in need in her
memory.
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Comments

“

I am so sad to hear of Martha's passing. Her late mother, Eva, was a very special
friend and co-worker of mine for many years. I can only imagine how Tom, Jake and
Branson are hurting. I watched Martha grow up into a wonderful wife and mother and
I will always remember the love, care and joy she gave her mother. My husband and
I will be praying God's healing grace.
Linda Hodges

Linda Hodges - March 18, 2015 at 12:32 PM

“

Just wanted to let you and Branson know how very special Martha was to us and our
hearts and prayers are with you and your family in this time of sorrow. We all will
miss Martha dearly.
Love and healing to you and your family.
William and Earline Newton

Earline & William Newton - March 18, 2015 at 07:48 AM

“

We met Martha and Jake long before we moved to North Carolina, long before
Branson came to be. I remember having lunch at the 21 Club in New York when the
Isleys were visiting us and figuring out that the reason Martha declined a glass of
wine was because she was pregnant and didn't want to put the future Branson in
danger. That's typical of Martha, thinking of "her boys" above all else. We wish both
Branson and Jake some lightening of their grief. Friends have now taken over
Martha's earthly job, and we shall all try to take care of you.

Charles and Cynthia Salzhauer - March 17, 2015 at 06:23 PM

“

I remember meeting Martha 19 years ago. She showed up in my driveway with this
tiny baby, hair standing straight up on his head, to meet me and we started hanging
out with our babies from then on. She was my first friend in the area when we moved
to Clarksville. She has always been so sweet, kind, giving and love her contagious
smile! Glad to see her smile will carry on in Branson. Miss you Martha <3

Carole Higdon - March 17, 2015 at 10:24 AM

